NEC Statement: Brexit

To Labour Conference 19, from CAC2

The NEC welcomes Labour’s commitment to let the people decide Brexit. Labour will put
control of Brexit back in the hands of the people in a new referendum with a real choice
between a sensible leave deal or remain. The NEC further welcomes the role of the Labour
Party in Parliament to work crossparty to legislate against crashing out on 31 October. There
is no mandate for No Deal.

After three years of shambolic Tory negotiations and parliamentary deadlock, a Labour
government will get Brexit sorted one way or another within six months of coming to
power, allowing us to concentrate on all the issues that matter to people most.

A Labour Government would secure a sensible leave deal with the EU within three months,
and within six months would put it before the people in a referendum alongside the option
to remain.

Jeremy Corbyn is right to say that as a Labour prime minister he would implement the will of
the British people in that referendum.

The NEC notes that the Labour frontbench has consulted with industry, trade unions and EU
leaders and officials on a deal that protects jobs and investment, while respecting the 2016
referendum result. Labour’s leave deal would include a new UK-EU customs union, a close
relationship with the Single Market, protections of the Good Friday Agreement with no hard
border, securing the permanent rights of 3 million EU nationals in the UK and 1 million UK
nationals in Europe, guarantees of workers’ rights and environmental protections, and
membership of key bodies to ensure joint cooperation in areas like climate change, counter-
terrorism and medicines.

If people vote to leave on those terms, Labour will deliver that and leave the EU with that
negotiated deal. If people vote to remain, Labour would implement that and seek to reform
the EU as members. A Labour government will deliver whichever decision is made by the
people of the UK.

The NEC believes it is right that the party shall only decide how to campaign in such a
referendum — through a one-day special conference, following the election of a Labour
Government.



